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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, VS 

SUBJECT: APRIL 5 "PRG" PRESS CONFERENCE IN SAIGON 

1. "PRG" SPOKESMAN AT WEEKLY PRESS CONEERENCE FACED A BEEFED-UP 
WESTERN PRESS CORPS AND SQUIRMED UNDER UNUSUALLY PENETRATING 
QUESTIONS, PRODUCING UNUSUALLY INTERESTING, IF SOMEWHAT HEDGED, 
RESPONSES. PRESS PROBES WERE PRIMARILY AIMED AT POSSIBLE 
REPRISALS AGAINST THOSE WHO HAVE SUPPORTED GVN, COMMUNIST 
JUSTIFICATION OF RECENT MILITARY ADVANCES WHICH FLY IN THE 

FACE OE THE PARIS AGREEMENT THEY CLAIM TO SUPPORT, AND 
COMMUNIST INTENTIONS, PARTICULARLY TOWARD FOREIGNERS. 
FOLLOWING ARE EDITED VERBATIM RESPONSES. 
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2. ASKED WHAT SORT OE "PUNISHMENT" IS ENVISAGED IN APRIL I 
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TEN-POINT POLICY TOWARD LIBERATED AREAS: "SOLDIERS AND FUN- 
CTIONARIES OF THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION WILL BE PROTECTED 
AND HELPED IF THEY DO NOT OPPOSE AND SABOTAGE THE REVOLUTION. 

FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT SUPPORT OR HAVE NOT SUPPORTED THE REVO- 
LUTION, WE SHALL PATIENTLY AWAIT THEM AND ENLIGHTEN THEM ON THE 
POLICIES. IT IS NOT STATED IN OUR POLICIES THAT WE SHALL 
PUNISH THEM. AND HOW WILL THOSE WHO OPPOSE AND SABOTAGE 
THE REVOLUTION BE PUNISHED? IT WILL BE ACCORDING TO THEIR 
GUILT AND UNDER CONSIDERATION OF THE LOCAL ADMINISTRATION. 
PUNISHMENT IS NOT A COMMON THING, AND IT IS ONLY FOR A VERY 
SMALL NUMBER WHO OPPOSE AND SABOTAGE THE REVOLUTION." 

3. ASKED WHETHER THOSE IN THE "THIRD FORCE" WHO OPPOSE/A 
COMMUNIST TAKEOVER WOULD ALSO BE "PUNISHED". "I THINK THAT 
THOSE INCLUDED IN THE THIRD FORCE APPROVE OF PEACE, INDEPENDENCE, 
DEMOCRACY AND NATIONAL CONCORD, AND THOSE WHO OPPOSE AND 
SABOTAGE PEACE, INDEPENDENCE, DEMOCRACY AND NATIONAL CONCORD 
ARE OF COURSE NOT THE THIRD FORCE." 

4. ASKED WHETHER ANY PUNISHMENT HAD ALREADY BEEN METED OUT IN 
THE NEWLY "LIBERATED" AREAS: "AS FAR AS I KNOW THERE HAS 

NOT BEEN ANY" (THE SPOKESMAN USED THE VIETNAMESE WORD "CHUA", 
WHICH MEANS "NOT YET"). 

5. ASKED WHAT THE RANGE OF POTENTIAL PUNISHMENT MIGHT BE: 

" I THINK THIS DEPENDS ON THE SPECIFIC SITUATION AND ON THE 
EXTENT THAT THEY SABOTAGE THE INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE. 

IT RANGES FROM DEPRIVING HIM OF HIS FREEDOM OR EVEN DEATH 
PENALTY IF HE OPPOSES THE INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE." 

6. ASKED HOW MANY PEOPLE COMPRISE THE "THIEU CLIQUE" AND WHETHER 
THE DEATH PENALTY WOULD BE AUTOMATIC FOR THEM: "WE HAVE NOT BEEN 
INFORMED OF THE SPECIFIC NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE THIEU CLIQUE. 

BUT WE KNOW THAT THAT NUMBER IS NOT A BIG ONE. THE SVN PEOPLE 
AND THE MAJORITY OF MEN IN THE SAIGON ARMY AND ADMINISTRATION 
DESIRE PEACE, INDEPENDENCE, DEMOCRACY AND NATIONAL CONCORD. 

AT PRESENT THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT IS DEMANDING THE 
OVERTHROW OF THE THIEU JUNTA. BUT LATER, WHEN THE WHOLE SVN 
IS COMPLETELY LIBERATED, THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVT WILL BASE 
ITSELF ON THE SPECIFIC ATTITUDE OF THIS PERSON OR ANOTHER TO 
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DETERMINE THE EXTENT OF PUNISHMENT. I DON'T KNOW SPECIFICALLY 
HOW THE REVOLUTIONARY ADMINISTRATION WILL TREAT MR. THIEU, 

BUT I THNK THAT LATER THE QUESTION OF MR. THIEU HIMSELF WILL 
NOT BE A MAJOR QUESTION ANY LONGER." 

7. ASKED WHETHER THE "PRG" WAS INSISTING THAT THE U.S. 

ACTIVELY OVERTHROW THE "THIEU CLIQUE" AND, IF IT WAS NOT 
OVERTHROWN, WHETHER SAIGON WOULD BE ATTACKED: "IF THE U.S. 
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REFUSES TO ABANDON THE THIEU CLIQUE, WHICH IT IMPOSED ON 
SVN AND USED AS A TOOL TO CONTINUE THE WAR AND SABOTAGE 
THE AGREEMENT, THE SVN PEOPLE WILL CONTINUE THEIR STRUGGLE ON 
THREE FRONTS-POLITICAL, MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC-TO ACHIEVE 
AT ALL COSTS THEIR EINAL GOAL. " 

8. ASKED AGAIN WHETHER HE WOULD RULE OUT A MILITARY ATTACK 
ON SAIGON: "WE PERSIST IN THE STRUGGLE ON THREE ERONTS. 

ITDEPENDS ON THE CONCRETE SITUATION. AT TIMES THIS ASPECT OR 
ANOTHER ASPECT IS MORE (FRUITEUL?) BUT GENERALLY SPEAKING 
THE STRUGGLE IS ON THREE FRONTS." 

9. ASKED ABOUT THE APRIL 4 CRASH OP A C5A CARRYING ORPHANS, 

ITS CONNECTION WITH THE "PRG " ATTITUDE TOWARD THE INCOMING 
AIRLIFT OF WEAPONS, AND THE POSSIBILITY OP COMMUNIST 
SABOTAGE OP THE AIRCRAPT: "OP COURSE AN AIR CRASH WHICH HAS 
RESULTED IN THE CASUALTY OF HUNDREDS OP CHILDREN IS A HEART- 
RENDING CRASH. BUT I WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE HERE THAT WHETHER 
THERE IS AN AIR CRASH OR NOT, THE U.S. ACTIVITY UNDER 

THE PRETEXT OP HELPING REPUGEES TO LEND A HELPING HAND TO THE 
THIEU lUNTA TO CARRY OUT THE PLAN OF FORCED EVACUATION OR 
DISPLACEMENT OP POPULATION, TO CONTINUE TO SCRAPE MANPOWER POR 
A U.S. NEO-COLONIALIST WAR IN SVN-THESE ACTS ARE INCORRECT, 

ARE CRIMINAL, ARE ENCROACHMENTS ON THE SOVEREIGNTY OP VIET-NAM 
AND ARE BEING CONDEMNED BY THE PEOPLE." 

10. ASKED WHETHER AMERICANS WHO VOLUNTARILY STAY BEHIND IN 
"LIBERATED" AREAS WOULD BE REGARDED UNDER THE APRIL ITEN-POINT 
POLICY AS FOREIGNERS HELPING THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE OR PART OF 
THE CULTURAL IMPERIALISM THE "PRG" HAS PROMISED TO DISMANTLE: 

"IF THERE ARE AMERICANS WHO DESIRE TO STAY BACK IN THE PRG- 
CONTROLLED AREAS, THE CASES WILL BE SOLVED AS IN MANY OTHER 
COUNTRIES, I.E., THE REVOLUTIONARY ADMINISTRATION WILL 
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CONSIDER THE CASES AND SAY YES OR NO. AS TO WHETHER THEIR 
ACTIVITIES ARE USEFUL OR NOT USEFUL, THIS DEPENDS ON WHETHER 
THEY ARE AT THE SERVICE OP THE PRESERVATION OP THE INDEPENDENCE 
AND SOVEREIGNTY OP THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE, OR THEY ARE AT THE 
SERVICE OP THE DARK DESIGNS OP U.S. IMPERIALISM." 

11. ASKED WHETHER FOREIGN PHILANTHROPIC OR RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 
SHOULD STAY BEHIND IN SAIGON OR LEAVE: "MY ANSWER IN PRINCIPLE IS 
THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES THE LIVES AND 
PROPERTY OP FOREIGN RESIDENTS LIVING IN SVN AND RESPECTS PREEDOM 
OP WORKSHIP AND BELIEF. " 

12. ASKED WHICH ARTICLES OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT PERMIT MILITARY 
ACTION, FOR WHATEVER PURPOSE, ON THE PRESENT SCALE: "THE BASIC 
QUESTION IN THE PARIS AGREEMENT IS A QUESTION OF PRINCIPLE. 
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THAT IS, ALL COUNTRIES MUST RESPECT THE INDEPENDENCE, SOVEREIGNTY, 
UNITY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF VIETNAM." 

13. ASKED WHETHER THE GVNAJ.S.'S ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF THE 
PARIS AGREEMENT LED THE "PRG" TO CONSIDER THE AGREEMENT ABRO- 
GATED: "THE PRG HAS ALWAYS CONSIDERED THE PARIS AGREEMENT A 
GREAT VICTORY OE ITS OWN AND ALSO A VICTORY OE THE PEACE-AND- 
JUSTICE LOVING PEOPLE OF THE WORLD. THIS VICTORY CANNOT BE 
BLOTTED OUT BY THE U.S. AND THIEU. THIS REMAINS A VERY VALID 

AND PRECIOUS LEGAL FOUNDATION FOR THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE IN THEIR 
JUST STRUGGLE. EOR THIS REASON THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT IS 
DETERMINED TO DEEEND THIS AGREEMENT AND DEMAND THAT THE 
ADVERSARY DO THE SAME." 

14. ASKED WHETHER THE "PRG" INTENDS TO TAKE OVER THE ENTIRE 
COUNTRY: "EACTS HAVE ASSURED THAT IE THE THIEU JUNTA IS NOT 
THROWN AWAY, THERE IS NO WAY TO THROW AWAY THE MAIN OBSTACLE 
TO THE SETTLEMENT OE THE SVN POLITICAL PROBLEM. SUCH A SETTLEMENT 
WAS PROVIDED EOR IN THE PARIS AGREEMENT. IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING 
THAT SO LONG AS THE SVN PEOPLE HAVE NOT YET OBTAINED THEIR 
GOALS, THE PEOPLE AND ARMY OE SVN WILL PERSIST IN THEIR 
STRUGGLE ON THREE FRONTS-POLITICAL, MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC." 

15. ASKED WHETHER THE "PRG" PREEERRED MILITARY MEANS OR 
NEGOTIATIONS TO SETTLE THE VIET-NAM QUESTION: "WE HAVE 
STATED ON MANY OCCASIONS, AND THIS HAS ALSO BEEN PROVED, 
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THAT WE ARE PERSISTENT IN OUR STRUGGLE ON THREE ERONTS TO 
GUARANTEE THE COMPLETE IMPLEMENTION OE THE AGREEMENT AND TO 
DEMAND THE COMPLETE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT BY THE OTHER 
SIDE. CONCRETELY SPEAKING, IT IS NOT NECESSARY THAT AN AREA 
IN SOUTH VIET-NAM MUST BE LIBERATED BY MILITARY MIGHT." 

MARTIN 
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